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MORNING SESSION 


MEMORIAL HALL, CLEVELAND, OHIO., Oct. I0, IQII. 


Meeting called to order at Io a. m. by President W. H. 
Polhamus in the chair. Prayer offered by Comrade Joel E. Field. 
Following the prayer the President addressed those present as 


follows: 


Fifty years ago, my comrades, 
So the Army records say, 

We were mustered into service 
And set out that very day 

lor the field of Appomattox, 
O’er a long and bloody way, 

With a very vague conception 
Of the price we'd have to pay. 

Yes,—the field of Appomattox, 
There to meet a host in gray, 

Veterans of a hundred battles, 
Pride of South Land under Lee. 


Ah! the way was long and dreary, 
And the foe was ever near; 

And oft’ times our hearts grew weary 
As we toiled on year by year ; 

But each fierce succeeding battle 
Told us that the day would come 

That would end the cannons’ rattle 
And the dreaded roll of drum, 

For our arms would be successful 
And our warfare would be done. 

So like young and sturdy yeomen 
We pressed on, for well we knew 

We must meet these haughty foemen 
On their field of Waterloo. 


We went out like many others, 
Singing patriotic song, 

As we told our weeping mothers 
That the war would not be long. 

Yet for four long years we pressed it 
From the rivers of the plains 

Down through Kansas and Missour1 
And the famous Ozark Range. 

From the shores of old kentucky 
omic hiulsroL 1 ennessee; 

All the way was strewn with comrades, 
Boys who fought with you and me. 
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Then we joined the Eastern Army 
On the Rappahannock shore, 

And took part in fierce engagements 
That would number half a score. 

Irom the fight at Bloody Angle 
Where the riddled oak tree fell, 

To those struggles ’round Deep Bottom,— 
That epitomy of Hell. 

Then we took the trail of Early 
And like bloodhounds in full bay 

Sent them ‘Whirling up the valley” 
As our little Phil would say. 


Yes, we sent them up the valley 
Very much against their will ; 
Through Opequan, through [Front Royal, 
Snickers Gap and Fisher Hill. 
On through Cedar Creek and Staunton, 
On through Strausburg, on through Bley 
To the field of Appomattox 
While dead comrades marked the way. 
Yes—the field of Appomattox ; 
There we brought the foe to bay 
And compelled them to surrender, 
All that mighty host in gray. 


Then the battle field grew silent, 
Ceased the cannons’ deafening roar, 
Ceased the groans of maimed and dying, 
For the cruel war was o'er. 
And we laid aside our armor ; 
Laid aside both sword and gun, 
And were mustered out of service, 
And our Army life was done. 
Ever since in peaceful callings 
We have done what we could do, 
And at times seem past recalling 
That we ever wore the blue. 


But we've seen our land united 
This fair land we love the best, 
From the rivers to the ocean, 
North and South and East and West. 
So that coming generations 
And the poor across the sea 
May enjoy a land of freedom 
Handed down to you and me. 
Yes—we've seen our land united, 
And men learn to know its worth. 
And our flag is now respected 
To the corners of the earth. 
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We're older, comrades, older 
Than in eighteen sixty-one, 
When with shoulder touching shoulder 
Our long march was first begun. 
But our lives have not been wasted 
Nor our marches been in vain, 
For we've always been united 
And our purposes the same. 
We've stood for equal justice 
On the land and on the sea, 
And for purity and honor 
And those things that make man free. 


Deeds of valour, fame or glory, 
In the future as the past, 
Will be themes for song and story 
Just as long as time shall last. 
Tell they yet of Yorktown dreary 
Where Cornwallis met defeat, 
sing of Perry on Lake Erie 
He who sank the English fleet. 
So adown the coming ages 
Men will not forget the day 
Nor the field of Appomattox 
Where we brought the foe to bay. 


Comrades, age is creeping o’er us, 

Bending form and furrowed brow 
Tell us that the work before us 

We should each be doing now. 
For eer long we'll hear the bugle 

Over on the Mystic Shore 
Bidding us to final roll call 

To be mustered out once more. 
And when we have crossed the River 

Where our souls shall be set free, 
May we find each missing comrade 

Camped beside the Crystal Sea, 
Waiting there for you and me. 


The Secretary’s report of the meeting held last year was read 
and approved. The Treasurer’s report follow ed, showing balance 
on hand, $45.65; same was adopted. 

The following committees were appointed by the Chair: 

Nominations--Comrades Bebe vMebatiand mW 2 bie Ghistice. 
and John A. Zook. 

Resolutions—Capt. H. W. Chester, Major A. C. Houghton, 
and S. E. Gould. 

Capt. J. R. Johnson, of the 25th Ohio Battery, was called for 
and addressed the members present on the interest of the Grand 
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Army of the Republic, its growth and interest to all soldiers who 
served in the Civil War. “Capt. Johnson was elected at the last 
State Encampment as Commander of the Department of Ohio. 
All present were interested in having a Commander selected from 
our organization, and appreciated all he had to say on the subject 
of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
Following this the meeting adjourned to meet at 2 o'clock 
ein: ; 
The dinner was served at the Forest City House. 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


President called the meeting to order at 2:30 p. m. The Com- 
mittee on Nominations reported the following names to serve as 
officers for the ensuing year : 


President—W. H. Polhamus. 

Vice-President—E. H. Ingmand. 

Secretary and Treasurer—W. R. Austin. 

Executive Committee—Capt. H. W. Chester, E. E. Gould and 
IDE OSU ae 


Capt. H. W. Chester followed with an interesting paper that 
he had prepared, giving a very complete tabulation of the losses 
and numbers enlisting from the organization of the Regiment to 
the close, and muster out; also a map showing the marches of 
the Regiment and locating each engagement that the Regiment 
had participated in during its service, consisting of 109 in all. It 
was the sense of the members present that this be printed, also 
the historical matter as prepared by him. 


Remarks by Comrades L. P. Judson, Alex. Gibbs, J. T. Has- 
celle )oel shield mand totneres, 


The following preamble and resolutions were unanimously 
adopted by the Association : 


Whereas, Colonel Charles W. Doubleday, the first Commander 
of the Second Regiment of Ohio Cavalry in the Civil War, has, 
by His tetter presented today, expressed his present interest in the 
survivors and service of that regiment, therefore, 


Be It Resolved, That as members of the Regimental Associa- 
tion of the Second Ohio Cavalry, assembled in commemoration 
of the organization of that Regiment fifty years ago, and the 
service its members were permitted to make efficient and honor- 
able, we hereby cordially express to Colonel Doubleday our ap- 
preciation of his services as Commander, and to tender him as- 
surance of our kind remembrance and sincere wishes for his good 
health and prolonged life. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of this Association be and here- 
by is requested to send) a copy of the preamble and resolution 
adopted to Colonel Doubleday at an early date. 
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Committee on Resolutions reported the following, which were 
adopted : 

I. As veterans of a War waged to preserve the unity and 
honor of the Nation, we note with regret and foreboding the ap- 
parent decay of the spirit of militarism, as synonymous with lofty 
patrotism for one’s country, and of the ascendancy of the spirit 
of commercialism and a socialistic sentiment violently adverse to 
all military training and service. We believe eternally in righte- 
ous peace, but pray that our Nation’s sons may never compromise 
a loyal patriotism with a truckling commercial, or a sinister social- 
istic, peace. 

2. The year which has passed has marked the end of the 


earthly career of eighteen of the comrades who fought by our 


side in the war. Their work is done, but their deeds of devotion 
and heroism are immortal and live daily in the hearts and lives 
of all true Americans. To the families and friends of the de- 
ceased comrades we express our profound sympathy in their per- 
sonal bereavement. 


3. It seems to your Committee most fitting and proper that 
we should more especially note the passing from our number and 
midst one who was not only eminent in the service of his country 
in war and peace, but who by his valor and ability as a soldier 
and leader, contributed so much to the efficiency of our beloved 
Regiment and Battery. 


We realize that in the death of General A. Bayard Nettleton 
the living veterans of the old Kegiment and Battery have lost a 
loyal and devoted companion; and we grieve that the joy we had 
in the expectation of his presence with us today is turned to 
rourning, and that his passing has left still undone his work on 
the story of the Regiment’s great and noble service through the 
War. But he has left to his comrades of the War a rich legacy 
of deeds and heroism in which they as his followers most richly 
shared; and has left to his country the ripest fruits of a patriotic 
life successfully devoted to its highest good. 


Briefly referring to his record: He came to the camp of or- 
ganization at University Heights in 1861 a stranger and asked 
of the group of men afterwards mustered as Company “H” the 
privilege of enlisting as private in their ranks. At the subsequent 
election of officers by the men of the Company, he has chosen its 
first lieutenant. He served at the front with his Regiment 
through all its great campaigns to the close of the War, and not 
only many times distinguished himself in action by his great cour- 
age and capacity as a “leader, but what is more, under his com- 
mand of the Regiment it achieved a renown as one of the most 
illustrious in the “Cavalry service of the Armies of Virginia. 

General Nettleton was a man of singularly pure life and char- 
acter, of exalted ideals of what a man should be and do. And 
to him the path of duty and of action was always as an open way 
—as though he beheld the end from the beginning. It seemed to 
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unfold to him as a divine inspiration, yet intensely human in its 
recognition. Without wavering or questioning and with bound- 
ing’ faith he instantly set forward. Action was his atmosphere. 
He carried with him the divine assurance of achievement. And 
if it happened that what to him at first vision had seemed as the 
end of the way and the point of triumph, proved to be one of 
God’s turns in the road, he was equally quick to recognize that 
fact, and with the same zeal and faith set forward again “with God 
and duty always before him and the generous courage of youth 
always in his heart. He had a marvelous discernment of the sym- 
pathetic side of character, and he instinctively and carefully 
weighed those more hidden motives and qualities of men which 
were their mainspring of action. ‘Thus he eternally bound to him- 
self those hearts and lives of kindred sentiment and purpose, and 
who rejoiced to follow his leadership. It was so in his Army 
service. No matter what the hardship, he cheerfully endured. 
He saw beforehand that all hardship belonged in a soldier’s life. 
And he was always seeing the higher meaning of war. If the 
battle was on he was more than in the front—he pervaded his 
whole command. Such was his brilliant service at Bean Station, 
Tenn., in withstanding the fierce onset of a Division of Loneg- 
street’s Corps. He stood, an outpost, with a thin line between 
the Army and disaster. To stand might be annihilation,—but 
that weighed not a moment’s value. To withstand the foe was 
the supreme, the only duty. And it was that lofty invincible spirit 
which daunted the enemy more than any possible physical re- 
sistance. Death never seemed visible before him, no matter what 
the awful carnage; he saw only life and triumph. To such, death 
in the line of duty had no terror :—it was as life, the higher life. 
So it seemed to those who, in that sublime and dread moment, 
beheld Nettleton leading his Regiment at the wild saber charge 
against Ramseur’s Division of Infantry rapidly advancing in 
phalanx formation, in the gray dawn of day at the opening of 
Sheridan’s first great battle in the Valley—hurled as on to the 
altar of sacrifice, to stay 1f possible only for one moment, the on- 
coming doom. Rider and horse went down as successively they 
struck the foe; but Ramseur’s advance was stopped, and the vital 
position held. 


The remains of General Nettleton were buried with military 
honors in the National Cemetery at Arlington; and the stone that 
shall mark his grave bears his own expression of the triumph of 
earthly life—‘The Gift of Immortality is Achieved.” 


4. Kkemembering the long and faithful service of our Com- 
rade W. R. Austin as Secretary of our Association, we learn with 
grief that since our last Assembly he has been called to lay away 
in the grave his dear and beloved wife. Therefore be it 

Resolved, Vhat we as individual members of the Association 
do hereby tender to him at this time our sincere and heartfelt 
sympathy in this great bereavement. 
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5. We express our hearty thanks for and appreciation of the 
worthy and stirring poem by President Polhamus, entitled “Ap- 
pomattox,” recited by him before us in his opening address, and 
copy of which he has generously given to each in pamphlet form. 


The following comrades registered as present: 


2ND°OHIO VOLUNTEER ‘CAVALRY. 


erties Doris anilte yee es ose ive oe au.s v4 oie * Cleveland, Ohio 
PiatOrenete, LOUeNtON vs ek od College Hill, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Pei mEVY RCLCS LOT tae Gr 8 00, clase ie 2. 4haluheo ores Wheaton, IIl. 
_poaetaay Thalatae d S90 Db Gn de) steal ae ae ae Cleveland, Ohio 
Latattaesa Siete B21 DN Bel Ey aoe ee Holland, Mich. 
NON-COM. STAFF. 
Dye aS a Wa aaa ha hele hela eee ee eee ee Cleveland, Ohio 
ae SE TON RIBAS lanes ag 6 ean en a ne \kron, Ohio 
E. E. CHUM LOsD ital wo LeMal Ceti... us ot Painesville, Ohio 
COMPANY A. 
UP CAN Cra Se Bi sah a Cleveland, Ohio 
loo NYG, 1} Sted oe ee oe te neta er oe er Wadsworth, Ohio 
SE RA CRU ha tee eee RCE ton aye: & Cee Akron, Ohio 
Aig, kes NOES a(t ty eae, eet Pa ae eee a Medina, Ohio 
a SUE N60) that cera oe eee ae er ecre e Peninsula, Ohio 
ume i coll euemerierieey Ete meee Do, ihe Aue et Oberlin, Ohio 
[ee AEE BS WATSON Wa Stl Bette Sane ae ee a Medina, Ohio 
IRUND oc Naya aint ele yes ee, pete he a em Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 
COMPANY B 
OTS EMAAR Bo wl < Sed oe Rl ey ee ee Akron, Mich. 
lop, LP TE AWA Smee ae ee en en Newton Falls, Ohio 
tig een am Atif acpi eg Bly Pee, cy, Mansfeld, Ohio 
ROM VL SLL GET) ten eae ae ete a ODay yeaa eo LeRoy, Ohio 
PmmelMe le AtitSte pate Wee. ee seed edd Sededs ive Cleveland, Ohio 
Bt ml lee ee ee tne Sh AS. 2, Cas Medford, Oregon 
COMPANY D. 

Son IRC TSISMIS GSS 0 nl Nee ale ae aaa Middlefield, Ohio 
RP MN C0 Pte ee a ee eg Lockwood, Ohio 
COMPANY E. 

[TTR] cc) er oe Cleveland, Ohio 
the CET RE i ee Lowellville, Ohio 
PME OWITIAN km. he. .  eeet ok ... Youngstown, Ohio 
W. H. em ee te ete el Soler Ohio 
erertcoR TIS AW, ol kn ek 2 ee. EuintorGrordG, aE ioriga 
LYE Sata RSet Naa a a Kent, Ohio 
BEN GU IAU wre PL) Gy Lot pi ene ete palem,s OIG 
COMPANY F. 

PE OMe See, a, a AS ee ee ek Conneaut, Ohio 
“oe Pa a: i A a Independence, Ohio 
i STO gy Patt a 2 cr eae a Madison, Ohio 
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COM PAWN (. 


Reet ee alt Ol caw tere eee ee ee ee a Cleveland, Ohio 
IEA S yc ILL Clas ape te Sa eee ruee seen me New Washington, Ohio 
COMPANY H. 

DVL ee ELSE LIT RG oon C anaez i sta Ma eRe ae Cleveland, Ohio 
VDROM Sele tN VOR Vane amvatendori heat e ance cee ane ee Oberlin, Ohio 
Pie Partletre.. Aa ecko cee ce eine bare eee a Oberlin, Ohio 
Sy, BAVA C two coy ae tec nt menace ek mee Chagrin Falls, Ohio 
CORPO TOLUL skh peer eee eee ere ene ea Huntsburg, Ohio 
oy ed Ml eee wh (cd Ua Peer ee oe Be cr chara ceo lt Harvey, Ill. 
Peseta ai PS ts cees bo ee ee Brunswick, Ohio 
TEM Vr LAL LIALETL de ote cog itigs reo eee eee Brunswick, Ohio 
Je NT Sree es iets ee tae te ate he Ses ee ee Columbus, Ohio 
Peat lbw: neh ae) Par, Wellington, Ohio 
Bidward one eso. es = ei ee ON Cre MiG 
NWise cE Lope Lei ti piS Vert sor ccs oe eee eee Os. tet ire ee Corunna, Mich. 
NMC ATC Vitara ten dpc eee 2 a ee eee ee Ashland, Ohio 
lewite: Lae WViark ae eet cake | pes eae nme eye eer Berlin Heights, Ohio 
NCA are CUO Terres at epee cuca tebe eck tae en Cleveland, Ohio 
Pee a CALS reese ean ig cs en ey, Me a Kipton, Ohio 
URS Sir RAL KG Tee ieee i ee ek eR eae SO Wellington, Ohio 
Ptenryelvile Watersysg. one ee ee ee EI Paso, Texas 
ip pad nega A A Cab get harp tetas Es Winn Mae fen ty One NT Cleveland, Ohio 
COMPANY I. 

[Sea ey 1 CSGI i tt ease ee aan nae ee eer een See ea: Benzonia, Mich. 
COMPANY K. 

A ides boas Oe) ad Meee rememes Re ck Reset A Sims 0 Red Chiff, Colorado 
COMPANY M. 

Nios] 5 pot thie 25. 1 ttle ale te ee ee eee: Rees Columbus, Ohio 
25TH OHIO BATTERY. 

(EAptaitie ii es VWI STO. | kha eet ornate ewe eee Wellington, Ohio 
aptaiit [aie ~| ONNStOl nae oat eee ee ee Youngstown, Ohio 
Cr N DL GES) Mose ox. ies Ras cue lg CO eaten ear ne sear een Austintown, Ohio 
De ee (SAD TTEAT hsta a hcg eee ea Se Sullivan, Ohio 
eres COTS (1G) oc. 5. Aegean ar en Jefferson, Ohio 
Gliaee (Se reners 2 ip Stn sees erect see an eer Dye oe a 
ee Ee CSOT LCL eran ce Seah ak ur el nga Collingwood, Ohio 
PAMELA EL AZ OT 2 Alwyn oho muiygh kk oe ae ge ee Chardon, Ohio 
hades wil tl cds tw. oie 5 a eons cee ee Fuchd, Ohio 
Berk. I NOTmand 3.0 a aes cee ean eee Jeromeville, Ohio 


Letters received from absent comrades were presented by Sec- 
retary Austin, as follows: 


COLONEL CHAS. W. DouBLepAy, Washington, D. C. “I beg 
to enclose ten dollars as my small contribution to the Iiftieth An- 
niversary, and to express to my former comrades my deep regret 
at not being able to be present. Please send me a badge to the 
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above address. I am, eighty-three years of age, in fairly good 
health. My chief regret in the retrospect of a long life of un- 
usual vicissitudes, is that I did not remain with the Regiment.” 


Mayor H. S. CHAMBERLAIN, Chattanooga, Tenn. “I do not 
see how it is possible for me to be at the reunion on Oct. roth, 
but enclose $2.00 for my dues and the badge. I desire to thank 
most heartily the comrades who have so zealously kept up the 
organization and kept those of us who could not attend the re- 
unions fully informed as to all matters of common interest to 
members of the old Second Ohio Volunteer Cavalry. Remember 
me kindly to all of the companions.” 


CapTAIN A. S. STRATTON, Madison, Lake Co., Ohio. “I want 
to attend the 50th anniversary reunion but my work here in the 
bank will keep me on the job. I have more to do than [ wish I 
had. [ ami very sorry I cannot attend. I enclose draft for $1.25 
to pay my dues and the badge. Please send me the badge by 
mail.”’ 


CAROLINE [CHURBUR (NEE NETTLETON), Bristol, Rhode Island. 
“Please find enclosed my mother’s check for $2.00. She would 
like one of the Fiftieth Anniversary Second Ohio Cavalry badges. 
Anything above the cost of the badge may be retained for your 
printing account, as suggested in the circular. We were pleased 
with the reference to my father’s death which it contained, and 
with your kind words.” 


SAMUEL BARNES, Company C, Mercer, Pa., R. D. 4. “It is 
48 years ago today (Oct. 2) since I was captured near Greenville, 
East Tenn., and was paroled the 7th day of the following March. 
Enzlosed find N. Y. draft for two dollars—dues and badge. I 
will encleavor to be at the reunion in Cleveland the roth and 11th 
of this month.” 


Joun Z. JoHNSTON, Company E, Kentland, Indiana. ‘*Enclosed 
I band you $2.00 to pay dues and for badge. Am sorry I cannot 
be with: you this year—had a slight stroke of paralysis last spring 
anil have not recovered sufficiently as yet as to risk going that far 
from home. Give my regards to all of the 2nd Ohio and 25th 
Battery, and may they all ‘live to see many more reunions. [ am 
the fellow that had a bullet flattened on my head at Dandridge, 
E. Tern. Have the bullet still in my possession.”’ 


CuHaAs. G. FAIRCHILD, Company H, Brooklyn, New York City. 
““Tiftieth Anniversary’—that startles one—yet it is fifty years 
ago the oth of September, the day before I was eighteen, that 
under the lead of my classmate and friend, A. B. Nettleton, I 
joined the 2nd Ohio Cavalry. 

“Well—fifty years gives a good perspective and one at this 
distance can see that though War is a beastly way of settling dis- 
putes there was no other ‘practicable way in which a type of so- 
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ciety so full of evils, of which slavery was but one, could be torn 
out, root and branch, but by the plowshare of War. I think with- 
out question we can count our Civil War as the most beneficent 
War in the history of the world. 

“T wish I could be with you—but my duties here hold me too 
closely. Give my warmest regards to any who may have the 


slightest remembrance of me. 
“T enclose a trifle. J wish it were a hundred times as much 
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Joun A. Fincu, Company H, Memphis, Texas. ‘Yours with 
notice of the Fiftieth Anniversary muster of the 2nd O. V .C. 
came duly to hand. It will be impossible for me to come east 
this year to attend the reunion, which I should very much like to 
do. But I will do the next best thing, and it will probably do you 
more good: I will enclose draft for $5.00 and you may send me 


aibadee, 7 


ANDREW BisHop, Company H, Bellevue, Ohio. “My grand- 
father, Mr. A. Bishop is very ill at his home in Bellevue, and 
wishes me to say that he is nearly brokenhearted to think he can- 
not be with you at the Fiftieth Reunion. His condition is serious, 
and he thinks he may never be with you, but we are hoping for 
the best. From his granddaughter, Pearl H. Whaley.” 


Jacos L. Warp, 25th Ohio Battery, New London, Ohio. “Re- 
ceived notice of reunion and regret very much that I cannot meet 
with you. But ill health will not permit. Wishing you a pleasant 
time, I am enclosing $2.00 for which please credit me with dues 
paid and send me two badges, which I wish for my son and 
daughter as a keepsake.” 


Space does not permit the printing of the welcome letters 
from the following: 


Goweh chide dees diel eo weenmnt Ste et tek ae oe Pasadena, Calt. 
AY) Saale Sala Lonecfor1 bs Oke aes Oe Ree ae ek a «PRP eee ee Orwell, Ohio 
© bled eDowell ConA. iwe.e ee onder tee reel Me CL Leal a canciaie 
PagGee Ly OTISelL CC Wer, (..oeene aap Stated, Glia Ace eee Akron, Ohio 
rpree  ellortioc ©.) haere ee cee meee = Buckingham, Fla. 
PROUT bomts Ut tas ACs Race aerate oye eed aS rat een ae ee Akron, Ohio 
Pe Ueiliyen bie SOL OUIIOR I Ua Oh a Sc Gua os, ee Maxwell, Iowa 
| Kaiiils Tot aed ait aC ped Oe a We eetee we re tore ech Elsie, Mich. 
1B Wal ol cad On Cele pene ene Sa Chagrin Falls, Ohio 
pee cperetorl: (O.8 Lis eect, eu ty cat ince ae Lambertsville, Mich. 
IPreniryn loctrerrina i .e(o0. Hac tere aac yee eee India River, Mich. 
Jenn @ sheets: Co, Be). i400 .c1e Colles = Eien eee 
1 ART eit cfal Ue Gia Mt nk Aeartnee a wae mesa Ree Fos eh Bloom City, Wis. 
|RUES maid oe gee 9) 10g gia Oa na WORN gee ae cee ers ener Wellington, Ohio 
eageial cll cholo bea A oa a ie mae ene erry ss Ph Hackensack, N. J. 
rsaheieloabicy| laa ig ep ea co Retna ae eee eam ety Ss a Wellington, Ohio 
Aes Inoralaim, (CO. EL ii deeds aden ss eae ea 
| OP Wek Te ym) Mal we DO Oe EN one ee Ee Cleveland, Ohio 
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PIV DUE ACOr te. ve ved abies - Milton Center, Ohio 


UP SSR ta doh Otc Daa Anderson, Ind. 
PEAS eS UNIS AULCI Vee oe ee es eee oe Bradford, Pa. 
BOD Gs St DALLCTY 20 cee ed ee ey Richfield, Ohio 
Beamieste renney (Mrs; DH)... ele Oberlin, Ohio 
SME IORCO (ESOT CL.) oi. fee ee eae lindlay, Ohio 
oOo. Swe dD 9 CTU ES A 060) ae ea Cleveland, Ohio 
Pe TMS Skat AWW al seed ae irae ha saa aa Elyria, Ohio 


Deaths since our last meeting were reported as follows: 








IN MEMORIAM 


Colonel and Brevt. Brig. Gen. A. Bayard Nettleton..Aug. 10, 1911 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11th 
10:00 o’clock a. m. 


Meeting called to order by President W. H. Polhamus. Songs 
by Comrade Kinney, accompanied by piano, were sung, follow- 
ing with address by Capt. E. F. Webster, 25th Ohio Battery. 
Camp Fire reminiscences by J. H. Case, relating to heroic services 
of William R. Richardson and others of Co. A. 

Adjourned at 12 o’clock to meet again in 1912. 


SOME REGIMENTAL HISTORY 
Prepared by Captain Henry W. Chester. 


Mr. PRESIDENT AND COMRADES: 

About one year and a half ago I became convinced that if | 
ever was going to put into writing the recollections of my life 
in the Civil War, it was time I went about it, so I started. JI first 
thought I would prepare an itinerary of my Company, H, but I 
soon found that would include, practically, the itinerary of the 
Regiment. I gathered together diaries of that period, old letters 
sent from the field and newspaper clippings that I could get and 
followed that with the record of our Regiment in the Records of 
the War of the Rebellion, so that I now have the Regiment lo- 
cated practically every day of its four years service. This does 
not include, however, some minor details made in the several 
Companies. 

After I had the itinerary it occurred to me IJ could reach the 
interest of my grandchildren more effectively if I had a map with 
our travels and marches outlined upon it, so I traced a map 3% 
feet by 9 feet showing our campaigns in the West, Kentucky, 
Tennessee and Ohio, and then in Virginia. I was also able to 
locate 109 of our skirmishes, engagements and battles and indi- 
cated them on the map, with a key to them giving date and place. 
This map I brought with me and it hangs upon the wall in the 
rear part of the hall. 

The locating of these engagements required a large amount 
of research, but I became very much interested in it and enjoyed 
the work. [ find in the list of 109 engagements ninety-four of 
them are listed in the Official List of Battles, published by the 
Government, and | also find in other lists of battles prepared by 
military writers of repute, nineteen engagements in which our 
Regiment has credit for a part that I have not included in my 
list of 109. So I think I can safely say that 109 is under the 
actual number, rather than over. 

I have also prepared some Statistics of our Regiment show- 
ing the total number of Commissioned officers in the Regiment 
during the War, the number of officers at the organization of the 
Regiment, and the number of men promoted to offices from the 
ranks, also the number of officers appointed from civil life or 
transferred from other Regiments. There are other statements 
that are more interesting seen in print than when ‘heard read. 
ley verer stove enrollment of each Company, the casualties, 
deaths, discharges and transfers in each Company during its serv- 
ice bese figures are taken from the Roster of Ohio. Soldiers, 
which seems to be the best information obtainable, supplemented 
by such information as | could get from the comrades. I] am 
aware that there may be many errors in the statements but they 
appear to be the best that can be compiled at this late date, and 
they are given for what they may be worth. 
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Battles, Actions, Engagements and Skirmishes of the 
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KEY TO MAP 


2nd Ohio Volunteer Cavalry 


1862 
PLACE. DATE. 
Independence, Mie... .8 eee ccc e ae ee Bebi-+22 
Shp i a Gy. Sa oe May 7 
EXPEDITION INTO INDIAN TERRITORY. 

Grand River, Cow Skin Prairie or 

Broun warove, [t. Deg. ta Mle. . ne ene June 6 
CAMPAIGN IN SOUTHWEST MO. AND N. W. ARKANSAS. 
Tape [acl MO. ststt cee. Mme: oe eee .. Auge 18 
Mewtonia, Mo. . *93! MAL. mera ss ee es BUS CR IE ae 
SO ge Rs ME AM ae «eo cise pe Oct. % 4 
Caneel Ags ate. Ue. ee ere ee ee Nov. ‘14 
Se OS OF BR A SP © Nov. - 28 
PRITTO GOV SO, AR oo ae Be ee eel wef Detar 7 

1863 
KENTUCKY CAMPAIGN. 
Mount Sterling, Fie ff. . 1... 8 iM. 6 ae March 19 
Meaticello, Ky. wiht. Bee 8 a... ee oe April 30 
Monticello, KY? tos “ls . . ge. Rade + BP eee Miyia us 
Monticello, Kyi... fos. 0. fem «.-----May 30 
Weonticeliage f 2... Bo ty Ae ee eee June - 9 
Rocky Gap eK y} .}. .. Mpg... Fee: BSSeeee June 9 
SANDER’S RAID INTO EAST TENNESSEE. 

Wetprpure, Tenn. 6. 2... ee eee ee June 17 
Deencire, \ Lenny). . 10... peewee sa Ee June 19 
Knoxville, Tenn. ..... *.. SE OEY Cars, ye June 19 
Peete, FOIE, on. ee wh ed eee eI June 20 
Strawberry Plains, Tenn. .......---. ++ sere eee June 20 
Néwelfarket, Tenn. ...-. eyes ss +s gee June 21 
Mossey: Creek, Tenn. .... 000... ee eee eee June 2! 
Powder Springs Gap, Tenn. .....--..-+--. ++ eee Jaime - 21 
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1863.—Continued. 


PLACE. DATE. 
RGWeM 5: VeUeCy ION occ easy Pe ss te ees eee June 22 
Regers-Gap-(Smiths), Tenn... 2... Mame June 22 


MORGAN RAID, 


Near Jamestown or ba ino KY; Meee. ive e ee June 29 
COM See Se See | AT eel ce Julyt 3 
Buffington Island, Ohio. 7y..... ..@t«,..... A July 19 
SCOTT RAID, 
Richipond, Ky. Ay Gaee. phase. 0... July 28 
Ge chick, Shy. “sc eee ae cue) Be. a ee July 30 
Paint lick Bridge, Kyser de> aoe ee July 31 
VR ie Ge oe a Pe Aug, 1 
BURNSIDE 'S EXPEDITION INTO EAST TENNESSEE. 
Winters Gap,flenn. .f... 00 Pe Bs ote Be uk Aug. 31 
Loudon Bridge or Lenoirs, Tenn....... ee sept; 2 
Cumberland Gap, Tenn... ... “Mew... Be septi 9 
Carters Station, Tennsy. . \ ger ae. 5s. . ae septs 22 
mgllicofiereienn, « .... 54.4 «ge ee eo Sept. 24 
Joff€aboro, Tenn. .......Q..48: Sse. 2... Sept. 28 
Greenville, Tenn. .. 2° "er... Oo. 8. 2s... Oct. 2 
GreenvMle, enti: .... Sapo. . 2D Se Oct.§ 3 
Blue Spring Gal ennaran Tae Bui ee... Oct.§ I0 
Rheatown, Tenn 3... . see erate (ct. Pee 
Blountville, Tennatyenna5-Meee ee +4. AK. Oct.§ 14 
Siege of Knoxville, Tenna®Wiog...3... % Noy,17toDec. 4 
Walkers Ford,:VPenw.@gy.... 0%... oe... UL... Dec 2 
Thorn Hill, Tenn. . 3 %..-—Jontgiegl. . A. Dec. 7 
Mosristown, Tenn. ........ Stead fe. me. Dec. 10 
Cheeks Gross Roads, Tenn. ..&. . sd: ag. ... 4m Dec. 12 
Bean Station, Tenn, ,.,.-,.a@t. -. f-. Saget... .; wWecs 13 
Heanotation, enn, « .. <5 SRE he eae Dec.) 14 
Rutledge, Tenn. .............S¢BMO28L0.73 Dec. 15 
Ratiedze, Wein. ... 0. Ah one... ee Dec. 16 
Blains Cross Roads, 1éhn...°....)........44 Dec.j 17 
Blains Cross Roads, Tenwance, ..-y..on Av... Dec. 18 
Dandridge, “Tena .c seca ee te i Dec.) 24 


1863.— Continued. 


PLACE. DATE. 
Dandridge, Tent... ..55..... Fh... BBR... Dec. .%25 
Pioasey Creek; Tenitgt Sy... 00. ee a eee Dac, 27 

1864. 
WILDERNESS CAMPAIGN. 

Wildertidsses Va fo Ris. AB cee - aye ee May 

Wilderness or Todd’s Tavern, Va............... May 

Alsops@aritt;-aherty. ... +. + Smmiss URLOMR. ee + al May 

Spetsyivanive C) HMA ot... Wo atcha Mins 8 May 12 
Piureyoenanch Churghiy View... .. . Geren. Wie... May 15 
PlGkDIS OTM, MO. or. A ke May 19 
US” oc Sah) eee es Woe i | May 21 
ERO Gy COMERS. «os id. ME ses 5 MM gate die ole SB May 27 
Meohuing Se Greer -Viais trey 5) A Be ee ol May. 31 
Hanover paris V alerts. . BOOP Mose ee May 31! 
Te” Sa AMR ot “Oa. 5 ieee eee June I 
Liew sishop, a... es eye a June 3 
Grad Harber, Va. ..Seek tap AM ee June 3 
Omipsatem Churchy Viareey cie 1 oR  polotts. 3 fune 4 
Seagy,Grove-Chur@h, Vater. “2... June II 
Waite serouse learigingy Aga... 2. co ee et Sas wh June 12 
St Mary’s,Church or’ Smith Store,.Va...... vets June 15 

WILSON’S RAID ON SOUTH SIDE AND DANVILLE R. R. 
Nottawey ©. RM, Vie. Wi. Wad... ps Shae. June 23 
moanokesptation, Va, ous... cur: MMe ee. June 25 
Stoney (Creeks Vasicsbrek nese s+ + ose. oe. June 28 
ment emtAiNet, VAG. cl. neh anus Lara eee June 29 
Sg a ES ES) 0 oa 6 eee June to Oct. 
Mine Explosion, Petersburg, Va....... ea ee July 30 
SHENANDOAH VALLEY CAMPAIGN. 

DV SCOBM Cr PVR cc os oie pele es asheaas Aug. 17 
Sumit Pam Wo Vausy. . cad-.8e% bn ca...,....Aug. 21 
SPIRIT PNT PR. oe ee ees aww se AUR, | 22 
>. QUI RE ae | Aug. 25 
Ue ig ME bE. ss ine soe sath ose AUS. 31 
EE OST CAN ARE FR a ih cas Senhe a3 


1864.—Continued. 


PLACE. DATE. 
Abrahams Creeko@V a...) 508 ee Sept. 13 
Winchester, Va. ....... 92 0M......4..... mee Sept. 19 
OE ig gil YS OD ee ian, Wimp: Sept. 20 
Pront Koyal, Va, wae r peRMMs 04, Soc es lee oe Sept. 21 
Miltorasv.as gi. ge ea Ee ee! see Sept. 22 
Waynesborough, Va... ood. Wu Ae ae Sept. 28 
Bridgewater. Vdoor- ie. .\... Re Oe Re OG. 2 
Cmiumbiasbainace, Va. ..¢,.. «views. ween Ost, 19 
HMMS STOGK, Va... . . Sa by aibine se he oe a Ce Od: “79g 
Cedamreelke, Var. oi. hails & 6. get OO tnammee Oct... 19 
Mt. Zion Church or’ Newtown, Va... . vse. as Nov. 12 
Mt; fat@iggom, Va, J7..,... $e... ee ti Nov. »22 
Moorefield) WV. Va......36.. +... ... See, So Nov. 30 
Lacey’s Sptines, Vasu . 2 idl. . Mee-eA.... Déc. * 21 

1865. 

RICH MOND CAMPAIGN. 
Waynesborough Vai su... EE A March 2 
Fs00ChIAnG: sa Meee et. Ses og i ee March 11 
ASH ang WV as £4: H ecscmmn ae gs <i oie ee March 15 

APPOMATTOX CAMPAIGN, 
Dinwiddig’ CRB, Mae wh ci. RR. ss March 31 
Five Foftks, Wate . 2g. nc. S%". eee ed April I 
Nantozine Creek, Viternm 3 oss cals oo April 3 
Gailorse Creelkaaven.. “\.. Gut) «++ ges s ee April 6 
Appompgtox Stations Vins in. aig > Ms «od April 8 
Appomattox C. Hs, Va... Tee Mee oe eM einen APTI TD 
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COMMISSIONED OFFICERS OF THE REGIMENT 








FIELD AND STAFF— 
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LINE OFFICERS— 
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ENROLLMENT BY COMPANIES OF THE 2nd OHIO 
VOLUNTEER CAVALRY 


Ofhcers— Original 


Promoted from Ranks... 


Appointed or transferred 


Non-Com. Staff and Band 
Company A 


Se) ene le a) ae =) 6.6 (8 = 6 @ 6) 6: ele 
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One 
40 4 
101 62 
108 54 
98 | 63 
108 74 
105 44 
118 67 
IOI 65 
IIO 61 
Hey hea 8, 
60 37 
39 34 
51 34 
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54 
66 
2 
I 45 
3 | 166 
4 166 
2 163 
5 | 187 
es eee ee 
2 ISI 
I 186 
S I7I 
O97 
97 217 
104 | 201 
105 178 
102 187 





NOTE: 


Men of Companies I. K. L. and M. who were transferred to 


other Companies in February, 1863, are counted as original men in the Com- 


panies to which they were transferred. 


The 8th O. V.C., or 2nd Independent Battalion, consolidated with 
the Regiment in February, 1863, are counted as joined Companies I. K. L. 


and M. by transfer. 


ENROLLMENT OF COMPANIES-— Continued 
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ANNUAL GAIN FROM RECRUITS AND LOSSES BY 




















DISABILITY 
RECRUITS 
1862 
jfeg wigs O49) 60h tom] 2 18 Nes Pare Oia are I 
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DISCHARGED FOR DISABILITY 


1862 | 1863 | 1864 | 1865 | Total 
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ah Bos REEL A 10 Dee ens 3 28 
MRM Tac iey Cir eisteiee Gene | 10 20 2 6 38 
ch Tie ce machinitars Wue's eace * 9 5 3 5 22 
s (Oo REA nin gh Ace Eee Ly 58 | el Weta ewe 3 39 
i CRIP eT Pees Shiels ae nth ee 14 188) AW opr II 4I 
: [oh ry ney aneaioR Coon oe eee 6 ZO Pe iret 4 30 
i. Is Avenigpe be A os oA ira oe Sn Pars Aa eae 15 19 4 9 47 
. Aedes Sian nee Mie cee Te 10 2 10 34 
f ly So eva Boe as coer See 10 8 I 12 31 
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CASUALTIES AND MUSTER OUT 


MUSTERED OUT 





























CASUALTIES WITH REGIMENT 
| u TUT 42) 5 wn 

‘ag | 0 2 @|2 38] , 

BSE} 8 2 Se | Geese 

him ss ° = OD a & 

Mse| =| S| & | & | ese] & 

Officers— 

OAT aCe 8 A cgrarete a maar I I 3 2 eee: 2 
Promoted from Ranks... 4 8 I 13 BS tee 33 
Appointed or transferred.. 2 I Bett wrerecete's 7 7 
Total Officers, 7; 10 4 21 35 7 2 
I VajuelGreyeay: Sieh a ane I 2 2 5 6 2 8 
OGIO yer Ae Paks eine, 13 3 14 30 32 25 57 
~ De a sis ire 4 16 > oa 36 61 
: Cs (earl ra ee eee 5 I 18 2 18 31 49 
e DE ae ee 6 2 Ze 43 12 27 39 
ti LSA on Feet Sota ZI 15 22 40 39 24 63 

os iar Sie en ee ae S| Goer oo 8 13 30 35 65 
os Cre peer ames cas 3 10 6 IO 26 21 25 46 
- Lol ao Rees ee ae 7 28 ie 47 25 39 64 
# LF ie cane og 2 5 5 PAS RS 49 Xe) 
iy eee ee ee. 4 8 II 23 ] 37 38 
i | base, See eee 4 4 7 1 Peer AQ 49 
. DIOS P RS or ae pene 6 18 23 ARN a reyes: 45 45 














lz | 118 | 178 | 373 | 2441 431 675, 


The compiler made strenuous efforts to secure as complete a list of 
wounded and captured in each Company as possible and regrets very much 
that his efforts were not more successful. He presents the best results that 
he could obtain. He is firmly convinced that a full report would bring the 
list of casualties to over five hundred. Comrades who can add to the above 
list are requested to send such additions to Secretary Austin, that a corrected 
statement may be prepared. 
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ROLL OF HONOR 


illed or mortally wounded in 2nd Ohio Volunteer Cavalry : 


OFFICERS, 
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The following articles, although nct presented at the reunion, 
are of interest to the comrades, so the Committee takes the liberty 
of including them in this report. 


THE KENTUCKY CAMPAIGN 
3y CAPTAIN W. E. Peprick, Pasadena. Calif. 
THE FIGHT WITH PEGRAM NEAR CAPTAIN WEST’S.* 


In June, 1863, just before the Morgain Raid, while encamped 
at Somerset, Kentucky, with other freee of Gen. Carter’s com- 
mand, the Second Ohio Cavalry had its taste of war in the moun- 
tains of the Cumberland ieee change from the cactus and 
erama grass plains of the Creek and Cherokee Nations in the 
Indian Territory the year before 

On the morning of the 8th of June, 1863, learning that Gen. 
Pegram, with a brigade of Confederates, was preparing to cross 
the Cuntberland at Stigall’ s Ferry to attack our forces, a detach- 
Ment oletie second Ohio Cavalry, consisting of Companies B, 
Eieutenant Demine Captain steware v- Sergeant McBride; 
Ti Gantain cases kK, Captain Pedic aise ‘Captain “Easton, and M, 
Captain Tey commanded by Colonel Purington and Major 
Seward and forming a portion of a division of other troops in 
command of Gen, Av V.-Kautz of the Second Cavalry sat iiiee 
o'clock a. m. were put in the advance, reaching Waitsboro where 
the Cumberland was fordable, the howitzers, two sections, the 
ammunition wagon and ambulances being ferried at Stigall’s. 
Four miles below Waitsboro the detachment went into camp. 

The next morning, campfires were brightly burning and the 
camp was astir as early as three o'clock. A hastily prepared 
breakfast fitted the troopers for the beginning of a day of severe 
riding and hard work. At four o'clock, they were mounted and 
moving at a brisk walk in the direction of Monticello. As sun- 
rise broke upon the marching column and the air was filled with 
the music of birds, the fragrance of clover fields and Kentucky 
wild flowers, a volley from the enemy’s pickets on the pike, aimed 
at our advance, changed the sentiment of the men from admiring 
Nature’s beauties to beligerancy and chase. The perfume of 
clover blossoms was now seasoned with the odors of the enemy’s 
burnt powder which, in the damp, dewy morning, would not rise, 
but clung to the pike. 

Upon reaching Captain West's, eight miles below Waitsboro, 
Lieutenant Colonel Adams, with a detachment of the Second East 
Tennessee mounted Infantry, was met. He had come up from 
Mill Springs a little after daylight and captured five of the ene- 
my’s pickets. The remaining Union forces at Somerset were now 
moving south to support the advance while allowing a large gap 
to remain in the column between the advance and the main body 
of troops. 


*In the official records, called Rocky Gap, Ky. 
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Steubenville was reached, beyond which the Confederates 
made their first stand. A column of their Cavalry, with the stars 
and bars floating, now made its appearance. Our advance con- 
sisting of Companies H and K, Second O. V. C., followed closely 
by other troops, now made at them. After rapid firing and pur- 
suit, the enemy soon broke and ran; on again, making a stand on 
an open field, Law’s Battery was brought to bear upon them with 
excellent practice in exploding shells in their midst. 

It was now a running fight. Seeking new positions, the ene- 
my were kept busy until dislodged and put on the run again. 

There was in the chase one point where the Confederates had 
chosen for a stand, two log cabins at the top of a hill of 30° 
elevation with a sloping field in front. Across a ditch and up 
this plowed field, Col. Purington ordered Capt. Pedrick with Com- 
pany K to charge. The ditch was crossed, with three men dis- 
abled, while the wearied horses exhibited their reluctance at 
speed-making. The enemy’s bullets soon began to show poor 
marksmanship by raising little clouds of dust in the plowed 
ground; but they soon got their range and, as they did so, Capt. 
Pedrick, becoming frenzied, ordered his men to dismount. It 
was but a moment and, as the enemy’s bullets began hitting the 
pommels of saddles, he mounted his men again and flew to the 
woods nearby on his left flank, and through it to the cabins at the 
hill crest, from which the enemy escaped with some losses. 

Here was a flat disobeyal of orders, with a little fight as like, 
in every detail, with more casualties, as the great battle of San 
Juan in Cuba so widely advertised, though this engagement was 
not considered worthy of notice. 

The pursuit was kept up during the day by both Cavalry and 
Law’s Battery in front, and, on either flank, as the enemy chose 
new positions from which they fled at the advent of Law’s twelve- 
pounders. Monticello was reached where arms and ammunition 
were captured, and the chase kept up to a gorge three miles be- 
low, where the enemy, had the chase continued, would have had 
every advantage. 

It not being the object of Gen. Kautz to hold the position, he 
left Companies H and K, that had the advance during the day, to 
hold the gorge for an hour or so while the main column were to 
fall back upon Somerset, owing, it was thought, to Pegram’s re- 
served force. While this rear guard was thus halted near the 
gorge, the main command were leisurely falling back, being well 
nigh exhausted with the hard riding of the day. When Com- 
panies H and K turned back, on reaching Monticello, they learned 
from the inhabitants that the rear of the main body of our troops 
had passed Monticello an hour previous. This caused the rear 
guard to spur on their jaded horses, knowing that, in being fol- 
lowed by Pegram, he would, on reaching Monticello, learn also 
the situation and, with a gap of an hour’s march between our 


rear guard and our main column, make an effort to capture the 
former. 
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And soon they came, tearing along the Jamestown road, a 
mass of exultant beings in great ‘oer filling the roadway’s 
space between stone fences with yells of expectant victory. Com- 
panies H and K made a stand, dismounted behind a cross line 
stone fence long enough to give ‘Colonel Ashby of Pegram’s force 
his bullet w ound in the ankle, along with other casualties - but 
the pressure was too great for the ‘Second Ohio boys and ‘they 
mounted their horses and made for the timber through which the 
road led. Here, dismounting again and firing from behind trees, 
they managed to keep the enemy in check for three-quarters of 
an hour, while slowly falling back. It was in these woods that 
Captain Case of Company H was shot through the lungs. Cor- 
poral Hartman of Company K, was shot in the ankle. Of the 
other casualties there is no opfortunity at this writing to get a 
record. 

By the time the northern edge of the timber was reached, now 
occupied by the main body of ‘the Union troops, the enemy had 
massed in a column of fours, driving our forces with discordant 
yells of victory. After they had emerged a hundred yards out 
of the timber, with open fields on one side of the road and a 
piece of woods on the other, Gen. Kautz was the first man to be 
seen at the border of this woods. He was dismounted. ‘Wheel 
your men out of the way!” he shouted to Captain Pedrick. As 
soon as this was done and the range free, a detachment of mount- 
ed Infantry, which had been lying on the ground, hidden by the 
foliage, rose and emptied the saddles of the enemy now in sight 
with terrible slaughter. Their main force, yet in the timber, re- 
treated in great confusion. The rattle of the musketry of the 
Union forces and the roar of its mountain howitzers in this wood 
ended the fight known as at Captain West’s, on whose farm the 
scene closed. Captain Case, with many others wounded, lay in 
the West house that night. The next day the command returned 
to Somerset. 

A few years after the War Gen. August V. Kautz stopped in 
Cleveland a few days and met Walter R. Austin, Secretary of 
the 2nd Ohio Cavalry Association. During their conversation 
in the interchange of reminiscences of the engagements of the 
Regiment while serving as its Colonel, the General said that “dur- 
ing all his experience during the War, he never was where bul- 
lets flew as thick as they did “that day at Captain West’s 


THE MORGAN RAID 


It was a strenuous task for the men of the 2nd Ohio Cavalry, 
the long night and day chase from the Cumberland River, in a 
drenching rain the night of July 2nd to Buffington Island, Ohio, 
July 18, 1863. 

They could, if they chose, now and then, at the crossing of a 
stream, wash a shirt while their horses were eating, but there was 
no time nor place to dry it. They could have all the rest possible, 
and sleep, too, but it must be in the saddle. There was no going 
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into camp for sleep; no feed for horses save green corn from 
adjoining fields, and as for food, Morgan had “cleared out far- 
mer’s homes ihe day before. Green onions were to be had from 
farm gardens which, with a split canteen for a frying-pan, with 
bacon greese, served as a staple luxury, 

With the skirmishing, fatigue, and uncertainty of results, the 
men were tiring of it all when Brandenburg, Ky., on the south 
bank of the Ohio River was reached, and they saw on the oppo- 
site shore the burning hulks of the steamboats which Morgan had 
used to cross his army, leaving our troops without transportation 
to follow him. When this vision burst upon them, there were 
vehement outbursts of dissatisfaction against Hobson, a Ikentuck- 
ian, the commander of our forces, for, as they wrongly con- 
jectured, being in league with Morgan for not moving faster 
to capture him. 

The distance, however, between pursuers and pursued, was 
nearly made up the day before reaching Buffington Island, Ohio. 

The afternoon of that day, Gen. [Kautz rode alongside the 
advancing column of Companies H and K, Captain Pedrick in 
command of K and Lieut. Hamlin in command of H. Captain 
Pedrick asked permission of the General to take his Company 
and forge ahead of the column at a better pace in the effort to 
capture “Morgan’s stragglers 1f nothing more. The General an- 
swered that it might be well, but had better be a Regiment than 
one company. He subsequently approved, and a Regiment it 
was, and the Second Ohio Cavalry 

There was no halting that night, and at daylight on Sunday 
morning, three men of Company K in the advance were fired 
upon by four of Morgan’s pickets who had bivouaced on the 
road that night and were drinking their coffee when discovered. 
They mounted their horses and fled, leaving coffee pot on the 
ground and three women’s shaker hoods with veils or hoods at- 
tached, worn by them as a protection from the clouds of dust on 
the march, 

A short chase brought our Squadron to the woods where the 
enemy made a stand and our fighting began, dismounted. Dur- 
ing the morning the balance of our forces came up when the 
general rout and capture of the main body of Morgan’s men took 
place. The remnant of Morgan’s command turned toward the 
interior. 

Brigadier General Shackelford, commanding the Brigade, 

“called for one thousand volunteers with the best horses, who 
would stay in their saddles as long as I would, without eating or 
sleeping until we capture Morgan. The entire command w ould 
have volunteered but for want of horses. We could find but 
about 500 horses in the command fit for service.” 


Of that number the 2nd Ohio Cavalry furnished forty men 
under Captain Ulrey, who followed what was left of Morgan's 


*War Records Series 1, Vol. 23, part 1, page 642.» 
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command, crossing the Muskingham River above McConnells- 
ville, through the counties of Morgan, Guernsey, Harrison, Jet- 
ferson, and: finally captured them “Truly 26th near Salineville in 
Columbiana County. 

The 2nd Ohio boys found themselves not far from their homes 
in northeastern Ohio. The commanding officer said he had no 
authority to give furloughs, but that possibly some of Morgan’s 
men may have escaped and that the 2nd Ohio should supply them- 
selves with the best of the captured horses and “scout” through 
the northeast part of the State, reporting at Cleveland in ten 
days. The “scout” was a great success, so far as the 2nd Ohio 
boys were concerned. 

The Regiment was given its choice to return to Cincinnati 
with their horses by boat or go overland. They chose the latter, 
taking it leisurely, stopping over night mostly at the towns it had 
passed through when close onto Morgan. 

The victors had the time of their lives on this return march, 
enough to cause them to forget the fatigue of the weeks before. 
Citizens were jealous of each other in providing every trooper 
with a dinner or supper or bed, while at the little town of Boston, 
in Hamilton County, a prominent citizen gave a large reception 
and entertainment until the wee small hours, in honor of the 
Regiment. The next day and Cincinnati was reached. 


The Committee thought that a suitable ending of this report 
would be some recollections of the events on April 8th and oth, 
1865, the last time the Regiment was in line of battle and ex- 
changed shots with the enemy. Several comrades were asked for 
their recollections, but only three responded, from whose letters 
the following extracts are made. 


COMRADE JAMES FL. CASE COMPANY Ax 


The morning of April oth, 1865, we were not disturbed by the 
buele call quite as early as usual, and cooked our breakfast and 
refreshed ourselves, and were watching the colored troops pass- 
ing down the road. 

While we were there General Custer came up with his staff 
and the captured rebel flags. Sergeant Ben. Weary was standing 
with us and said, “Boys, I am going to have a flag today or bust.” 
“Tam going to ride in that column.” 

We paid no particular attention to his remark, only thought 
it was one of his peculiar sayings we had often heard him make. 
Soon we were ordered out and up the hill following General Cus- 
ter, and turning into a large field we saw the 24th and 5th Corps 
moving up in three long lines of battle. This was a erand sight 
for us as the sun was shining brightly and the Infantry was 
marching with their guns at right ‘shoulder, and that precision 
the old army was so famous for, “and the sun gleaming from their 
- Calta -haryels -w hichs appeared to have been burnished for this spe- 
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cial occasion. We rode between the first and second lines of 
battle and as we came out at the end of this line found ourselves 
on the summit of the hill, and looking across a narrow valley 
saw the Rebel Army on the opposite side. It was an impressive 
sight to see the two Armies approaching each other for the final 
struggle. Irom this position we moved to the rear of a large, 
handsome residence where we could not see the enemy on ac- 
count of the house and the shrubbery that had grown very thick. 
While waiting for orders some officers rode past us and said the 
enemy had hoisted the white flag and asked for terms of sur- 
render. Well, you cannot imagine how we cheered and threw up 
our hats, shouted and yelled. About this time a Confederate of- 
ficer came riding past our line, we wondering who he was. The 
boys said to one another that he looked like a good fighter, and 
did you see how his eyes flashed as he looked us over. He was 
on his way to General Sheridan’s headquarters. Soon after some 
South Carolina Cavalry came through the brush in our front, and 
the cry among our men was, “This flag of truce business is all a 
hoax, only a scheme to try to capture some of our officers.” We 
went for the South Carolina gentlemen and quickly drove them 
back, quite disgusted except one Cavalryman, who seemed be- 
wildered, and was captured by Frank Putt, who fired over his 
head to frighten him and induce him to surrender. He was either 
too frightened to speak or deaf and dumb, and made signs with 
his hands. We concluded the Confederacy was so hard up for 
men that they took the deaf and dumb to fill their ranks.* The 
eun fired by Frank Putt was the last shot at the enemy by our 
Regiment. In about half an hour a man, I think from Company 
H, came and inquired for Ben. Weary. We could not find him, 
when the Company H man said, “I think Ben is dead: a man that 
looks like him was lying dead down by the rebel lines.” He and 
I went to the place, and sure enough it was Benjamin I. Weary 
of Company A. He and his horse were shot full of holes and 
his saber broken. We reported this fact to our Lieutenant and 
some of our Company went and talked with the rebels as to how 
it occurred. They told us that the man had come up to the Regi- 
ment which was in line at “parade rest,” with colors and guns 
stacked in front, and demanded the surrender of the Regiment. 
The commander said to him, “What do you mean?” He replied, 
“T mean just what I say,’ then wheeled his horse and grabbed 
their flag and started for our lines. It did not take but an in- 
stant for the men to grab their guns and fire, filling him with bul- 
lets. In all their long years of service they never killed a braver 
man tnan Sergeant Benjamine F. Weary, the last soldier killed 
by the troops of General Lee, at Appomattox Court House. 


__ *Gen. John B. Gordon, C. S. A., in his book tells of a half-witted 
fellow, one of the sharpshooters at his headquarters, who raised his 
gun to fire on General Sheridan, as he approached under a flag of 
truce. 
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COMRADE. Cv By CROBUT. BUGELER GOna. 


“[T was present at the last engagement our Regiment was in; 
that was on the 8th and oth of April, 1865. We came up to the 
station on the opposite side from where Lee’s Army was. I do 
not think they had much of a guard out. I think the rst Connec- 
ticut Regiment was in front of the column, our Regiment next. 
The first we knew of the enemy being near there was a shot fired 
by the Battery. The 1st Connecticut started on a trot and formed 
‘on right front in line;’ our Regiment went up on a trot and 
formed: On left tront in-line. “Phere were thréeestrainw orca 
there. We captured those and the Battery, also some prisoners. 
We drove them back from the station some distance and encoun- 
tered their Infantry, when darkness came on, and not any too 
soon for me, for it was getting pretty warm. 

“After driving them some distance, and it became dark, we 
fell back a short distance and went into camp but did not unsad- 
dle. In the early morning we moved out on the line and com- 
menced a brisk skirmish. As I now remember, about 9 or Io 
o’clock the order came to ‘cease firing.’ That was a new order 
for our Regiment, but it did not take long to find out what was in 
the wind. I think that was the last engagement our Regiment 
had.”’ | 

COMRADE J. T. HASKELL, COMPANY H. 


“There was no fighting, as I remember, from the night of the 
6th until the night of the 8th at Appomattox Station, though a 
‘vast deal’ of marching with Custer’s Division all the time in the 
lead, and as some of the men remember, the 2nd Ohio at the front 
of the Division. The march was by the way of Prince Edwards 
Court House, and command kept well closed up to be ready for 
emergency. 

“Near sundown of the &th, the 3rd Division having just gone 
into park, as had been the custom to keep the command together, 
a staff officer came to Gen. Custer with orders from Gen. Merritt, 
temporarily in command of the Cavalry Corps, to halt and rest. 

“Gen. Custer sent word by the staff officer saying, “I just have 
word that there are four train loads of provisions for Gen. Lee 
at the station two miles from here, if I do not receive orders to 
the contrary, I am going to capture those trains.’ 

“Before the staff officer was out of sight the order was given 
to mount, and a rapid march begun, within a few moments firing, 
and cheering was heard in the front, and a charge was ordered, 
just as the sun was sinking below the buildings at the station Co. 
H passed through the little village. At the station the trains 
were captured, manned by experts from the Union Army, and got 
out of the way, and a charge was made on the rebel guns that 
were giving the troops annoyance, one gun in particular, in the 
middle of the road through the woods, had not been silenced. 
Gen. Custer ordered a charge down the road for the gun, (IT heard 
the order given) and as some of our men say, he said, ‘Here is 
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the 2nd Ohio, just the Regiment I am looking after, charge that 
gun.’ I was in the first set of fours, inthe charge. My horse was 
shot, myself wounded, the charge repulsed. The Regiment im- 
mediately reformed, charged and captured the gun. This was the 
last gun captured, if I am correct. 

“The morning found the Regiment in line at the front, the 
Cavalry moved back as the enemy advanced and showed a solid 
line of Infantry in the rear. At this time the flag of truce was 
received by Gen. Custer, and the fighting was a thing of the 
past.” 

It seems fitting and proper as a final word of the 2nd Ohio 
Cavalry’s part in this account of the surrender, Gen. Custer’s 
Headquarters being almost in the immediate front of the Regi- 
ment, to give an account of his (Gen. Custer’s) receiving fhe 
flag of truce from the Rebel officer carrying the same, and as that 
account is given by the Rebel General John B. Gordon better than 
any other account I have ever seen, I will give his words: He 
says, “I had received word from Gen. Lee informing me that 
there was a flag of truce between him and Gen. Grant, and that 
I should notify the Union Army in my front. I called for my 
Chief of Staff and said, ‘take a flag of truce, bear this message to 
the Union commander, quick.’ He said, ‘I have no flag of truce.’ 
‘O well,’ I said, ‘take your handkerchief and tie it on a stick and 
geo. He said, ‘General, I have no handkerchief.’ I said, ‘tear up 
your shirt, put that on a stick and go.’ He said, ‘I have no white 
shirt, and see you have none, there is not a white shirt in the 
whole Army. I said, ‘get something, get something and go.’ 
He got something and went. “There soon returned with him one 
of the most superb horsemen that ever sat a saddle, and as I 
looked into ius flashing blue eyes, with his long curls falling to 
his shoulders, I found myself in the presence of that afterwards 
great Indian fighter, that man who ought forever to hold a place 
im every American heart, the gallant Custer.” 

“With a waive of his sword, which embodied all the grace of 
the schools, he said to me, ‘Gen. Gordon, I bring you the compli- 
ments of Gen. Sheridan, I also bring you, sir, Gen. Sheridan’s 
demand for your immediate and unconditional surrender. Just 
then a white flag was seen in my front, and with it rode Gen. 
Sheridan and his staff.”’ 





From a letter written by Lieut. Newton D. Fisher, dated 
Petersburg, Va., April 23rd, 1865: 

“We had a tough fight after you left us. I think as severe as 
any we were ever engaged in—that of Appomattox Station on 
the 8th. We completely surprised the Rebels, but there being so 
many of them, they gave us a 2D Rge hard rub.” 





From a letter written i Major L. H. Tenney, dated April 
8th, 1866, kindly sent to the Committee by Mrs. Tenney : 
“T am reminded every day of the campaign during those last 
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days of the Rebellion. On this day one year ago, the sun far 
down in the west, our Brigade with no noise save the clamping 
of horses’ feet and the clanking of saber scabbards, charged down 
on the worried Johnnies at Appomattox Station. The surprise 
was complete. Three trains of cars well loaded with provisions 
and munitions of war for General Lee’s mere skeleton of an 
Army, with the force guarding them fell into our hands, without 
the loss of a man. Three miles away to the east and rear, was 
Appomattox Court House, where the flying and discomfitted 
Army, without rations, was halting. General Walker (Reb.) had 
been sent ahead with the Artillery Brigade to take the cars for 
Lynchburg only twenty-three miles distant, where Lee was aiming. 
The Artillery was just coming in from the east as we reached the 
station from the south. The General wheeled his guns—twenty- 
five—in the road where they were, hoping by a hard fight to get 
the station. Grape, cannister and shell came quick and fast, and 
Infantry stood firmly by the guns, as we made charge after 
charge. Night came, other Divisions were coming up; General 
Custer became impatient. He rode along the lines and shouted, 
‘Boys, the 3rd Division must have those guns. J’ going to 
charge 1f 1 goalone’ Phe suns weresbelchinewterth red: fire. 
The word was given. General Custer didn’t charge alone. Guns, 
wagons and prisoners were ours and our boys didn't stop until 
they had passed the Court House where the camp fires marked 
the location of the Rebel Army along the hillsides. 


“Several 2nd Ohio boys were there. Major Easton, Captain 
Company M, and Lieutenant Rand. The boys were full of en- 
thusiasm and eager to ‘charge them.’ Mounted men were in our 
front. I ordered ‘cease firing,’ and asked who they were. ‘Gen- 
eral Geary and his staff,’* was the reply. Looking down to the 
left of the road, we noticed by the light of the camp fires a line 
advancing. We were almost in rear of it. We expected a volley 
as we withdrew, but the confusion saved us. 

“At midnight our Division was relieved. We encamped at 
the Station. We wondered what the morrow would bring forth. 
We knew that we were in front of Lee without Infantry support, 
and the continual skirmishing told us that Lee was determined 
not to be penned without a hard fight. The morning of the oth 
came, The Cavalry was being pushed back rapidly toward the 
Station. The boys were falling, scores of them. Why was it, 
with victory so near! when over the hill a dark column was 
espied coming down the road. What relief from the awtul sus- 
pense! What cared we for the color or race of those men, so 
they brought help to us. We saw courage and determination in 
their coal-black faces. Give them the ballot, for they ensured 
victory that day. The Cavalry after being relieved, formed 
squadrons and at a trot under a flank fire, moved through the 


*Gen. Martin W. Gary, commander of brigade of cavalry, which 
included the 7th South Carolina Cavalry. 
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fields toward the Court House. Lines of Infantry were in our 
rear moving up from the south and west. Aids came down the 
line shouting, ‘Make no noise; General Grant has ordered Lee to 
surrender, and Sheridan to press him! We are going to do it.’ 

“We reached the wooded hills south of, and in sight of the 
Court House. All at once the Artillery ceased firing. A white 
flag appears in front. The column halts. General Custer meets 
it. Again Aids dash off and we see it in their faces. ‘Lee has 
surrendered.’ Oh, the wild and mad huzzahs which followed! 
Pen cannot picture the scene. The four years of suffering, death 
and horrid war was over. Thank God! Thank God! was upon 
every tongue. Peace, home and friends were ours. Yes, thank 
God. What wonder that we were crazy with joy! 

“Right here some of Wheeler’s (Fitzhugh Lee’s) Cavalry not 
advised of the truce, came charging upon us. We held our fire, 
forbore, till they meanly persisted, when our boys without orders 
drove them back. They learned of the truce just in time to save 
precious blood. Not eighty rods in front of us when we halted 
in a hollow, was a Brigade of Rebel Infantry with twelve pieces 
of Artillery loaded to the muzzle with grape shot, waiting for us 
to come over the hill. Here Sergeant Weary of Company A fell 
while demanding the colors of the Brigade. He was a brave man, 
and left a family of children to mourn for him. How many lov- 
ing friends were waiting then for the coming of their brave boys 
who now mourn for their noble dead, whose graves mark the 
bloody struggle during those eight days from Petersburg to Ap- 
pomattox. 

“In the exultation of victory the fallen were well nigh for- 
gotten. There, on either side of Appomattox Court House, the 
two Armies went into camp, all friends, rations were issued to 
all, and the rank and file on each side happy and thankful. 1 
ween, that no more bugle calls were to summon them to battle.” 


The above letters with the thrilling account of those days giv- 
en to us at our reunion in 1903 and published in the Annual for 
that year, bring to us the historic scene of nearly fifty vears ago, 
in which our Regiment bore an honorable part. 
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